
Navarre Ferret Rescue

Volunteering

Benefits of volunteering

Our volunteers have an opportunity to be part of an organization that is saving lives.  Not only do we work with dogs, but we are the only ferret rescue in over 100 miles.  Volunteers leave here having the knowledge that they have helped improve the lives of animals and have helped make Navarre Ferret Rescue’s (NFR) efforts possible.

Becoming a volunteer

Commitment policies:

- Volunteers make a weekly or bi-weekly commitment.

- Student volunteers (ages 14 to 17) must complete 40 hours within 3 months with consistent weekly 
shifts if fulfilling graduation service requirements.  

- Adult volunteers (18+) commit to one weekly or bi-weekly shift for a minimum of 3 months.

Age restrictions:
Young people under 12 are not allowed to volunteer.

Young people 12 and 13 years old:

- Must attend orientation with a parent or guardian.

- Must have their parent or legal guardian accompany them at all times while volunteering with the NFR.  
Parent partners make the same commitment as their teens.

- Must have a parent call the center to report any absences or missed shifts.

Students 14 and 15 years old:

- Must attend orientation with a parent or guardian.

- Must have their parent or legal guardian accompany them at all times while volunteering with the NFR.  
Parent partners make the same commitment as their teens.

- Are required to complete 40 accompanied hours in three (3) months.

- Will get school paperwork signed upon completion of 40 hours.

- Must have a parent call the center to report any absences or missed shifts.

Students 16 and 17 years old:

- Must attend orientation with a parent.

- Are allowed to volunteer unaccompanied by parent/legal guardian; may not leave the property during the 
shift.

- Are required to complete 40 accompanied hours in three (3) months.

- Will get school paperwork signed upon completion of 40 hours.

- Must have a parent call the center to report any absences or missed shifts.

Other restrictions:

- Volunteers must meet the requirements outlined in the essential capabilities document.

- We do not accept any court-ordered community service.

- All volunteers must successfully complete a criminal background check.

- Before becoming an official volunteer, you must pass a criminal background check, sign a volunteer 
agreement, and a waiver/release of liability.

Navarre Ferret Rescue

VOLUNTEER APPLICATION

Date___________________________

First Name:____________________________Middle Initial:______Last Name:_____________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________________

City:___________________________State:_____________ZipCode:________________________

Telephone (h)___________________________(w)___________________(c)_______________________

Gender: M_____F_____

*************************************************************************************

Which of the following areas are you interested in working in?

____Ferret
____Dog
____Chinchilla

____Cage cleaner


____trainer


____transportation 

____Laundry/Dishes

____Social Networking

____Events planning

____teaching/education

____computer/ Data Entry

____Photography

____Walking


____Animal Washing

____Fundraising Work

____Adoption Days

____Other

*************************************************************************************
Hours available: (please be specific)

Monday:_____________________________________________________________________________

Tuesday:_____________________________________________________________________________

Wednesday:__________________________________________________________________________

Thursday:____________________________________________________________________________

Friday:______________________________________________________________________________

Saturday:____________________________________________________________________________

Sunday:_____________________________________________________________________________

*************************************************************************************
Do you have animal experience?_____________________If yes, please explain:

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

*************************************************************************************

Current Employer:__________________________________________Position:_____________________

Are you a student? Yes_______No______
If yes, what school do you attend?______________________

Can you volunteer independently? Yes____No____

If no, please explain what accommodations are needed?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Please list any special skills you think would be an asset to the Navarre Ferret Rescue (and Dog).

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

*************************************************************************************

Please provide at least one reference:

Name:__________________________________________Phone:________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________________

Name:__________________________________________Phone:________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________________

Please note Volunteers are subject to a background check.

*************************************************************************************

Are you volunteering to fulfill a graduation service-learning requirement? Yes____No____

If yes, how many hours?___________________

*************************************************************************************

Statement of Interest: Please provide a detailed statement explaining why you are interested in volunteering for the Navarre Ferret Rescue (and Dog), and what you wish to accomplish in participating in the volunteer program:

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

*************************************************************************************

Selection and Placement: Applicants are reviews on an individual basis, and selection and placement of volunteers is based on current needs of the Navarre Ferret Rescue, skills and interested of the volunteer, and an applicant’s ability to demonstrate personal commitment to the volunteer program.  We ask that volunteers commit to 6 months of volunteering or 40 hours of volunteer work.

Please be aware that a limited number of volunteers can be accommodated, and that a period of several weeks may be required for orientation and training.

Applicant’s Signature________________________________________Date_______________________

Printed name of __Parent or___Guardian (if under 18)_________________________________________

Signature of Parent or Guardian (if under 18)_________________________________Date:___________

Navarre Ferret Rescue

Essential Capabilities of Volunteers

There are several volunteer opportunities within the Navarre Ferret Rescue, some of which are fulfilled by volunteers who work with the animals.  To safely and effectively serve as a volunteer at the NFR, volunteers need to possess the following basic capabilities, with your written acknowledgement of any limitations.  Please note: some accommodations can be made and will be taken into consideration relative to role placement.

 Essential Physical Capabilities 
 Quick reflexes and ability to use both hands simultaneously (example: open cage door while handling animal). 

 High level of manual dexterity to handle small tools. 

 Ability to walk unaided on unpaved, uneven, rugged and sometimes muddy and slippery terrain. 

 Ability to bend and squat in order to pick up containers. 

 Ability to stand/sit for significant periods of time. 

 Average vision (with or without correction) to move safely around the location, to be able to observe animal body language without difficulty, and to be able to read notes on animals’ paperwork. 

 Average sense of smell and touch in order to assess body condition of animals, and to note signs of illness or injury. 

 Ability to hear if animal is growling or making sounds indicating fear or pain. 

 Ability to speak and effectively communicate in English verbally as well as in written form. 

 Ability to maneuver well in tight spaces and react and move quickly in order to prevent animals from escaping (example: ability to quickly pursue and retrieve capture equipment to assist with an escaped animal). 

 Ability to handle and restrain animals of small to large size (up to 100 pounds) with extreme caution and care. This requires average vision, hearing, steadiness of hands and body, quick reflexes, physical strength, and mental alertness. 

 Ability to capture loose and escaped animals with quick and quiet movements, and ability to use hands simultaneously with a blanket or net for capture. 

 Must not have strong allergies to chemicals used in grooming or cleaning, or to animals in our care that can’t be managed by medication. 

 Ability to deal with strong and unpleasant odors, fleas, feces and possible wounds or injuries to animals in our care. 

 Ability to cope with a very loud environment due to animal noises. 

 Ability to judge an animal’s reaction and to change voice to a soft or strong, authoritative tone in order to change an animal’s response. 

 Ability to reach cabinets and cages at least six feet in height, using a step stool as needed. 

 Ability to push carts and barrels of laundry; load and unload washer and dryer; fold clean laundry and put away, reaching shelves from ground level up to six feet, using a step stool as needed. 

 Ability to operate blender and microwave; retrieve items from standard upright or chest model refrigerator/freezer. 

 Ability to wash dishes and put away in cabinets and drawers from ground level up to eight feet in height with use of step stool as needed. 

 No known concerns about tolerating exposure to zoonotic diseases such as ringworm and mange. 
 Ability to obtain and tolerate required prophylactic rabies vaccinations (for assisting with mammal rehabilitation only). 

Essential Mental Capabilities 
 Ability to understand, remember and follow instructions and procedures. 

 Ability to differentiate the needs of rehabilitation animals and those ready for adoption and adjust working mannerisms around each type of animal. 

 High level reading, writing, spelling and communication skills (example: understand words such as quarantine, euthanize and other common industry-related terms), and a mastery of the English language. 

 Possess problem-solving capability. 

 Ability to observe and evaluate response to handling, as well as health and behavioral problems that are revealed during socialization. 

 Ability to be aware of potentially dangerous situations when working with the animals; ability to remain calm with animals who are upset, behave sensitively and confidently, show good judgment and act appropriately in these situations. 

 Once trained, must be able to work with minimal supervision, yet must recognize limitations in knowledge and abilities, and ask for help when needed. 

 Ability to work independently for long periods of time, as well as work in a professional manner within a team atmosphere with other volunteers or staff. 

Essential Emotional Capabilities 
 Able to control the urge to play with/pet the animals without prior permission. 

 Ability to cope with unexpected animal behavior without assistance. 

 Ability to cope with a highly emotionally-charged environment with some animals that are elderly or abused.

 Ability to cope with the preparation of meat-based diets for the majority of the ferrets in our care. 

Please indicate any reasonable accommodation(s) you may need in order to meet the essential capabilities of your volunteer position at the SFWC: 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Printed Name of Applicant ___________________________________________________________________

Signature of Applicant _________________________________________Date ___________________ 

Printed Name of Parent or Guardian (if under 18) ________________________________________________ 

Signature of Parent or Guardian (if under 18) _________________________________Date_______________ 

Navarre Ferret Rescue

Volunteer Release
I
For persons over 18 years of age or older:


For valuable consideration, receipt and sufficiency of which is acknowledged, 

I _________________________________, do assume all responsibility for any injuries I may sustain while volunteering, and further, I do hereby release and hold harmless the Navarre Ferret Rescue, Inc.,. its directors, agents and representatives, from any and all claims, actions, expenses, causes of action or liabilities of any nature whatsoever that may arise from my experience as a volunteer with the Navarre Ferret Rescue.






Signature:____________________________________






Date:______________, 20______

II
This Volunteer Waiver must be signed by a parent or legal guardian of any person under 18 years of age: 

For valuable consideration, receipt and sufficiency of which is acknowledged, as the parent or legal guardian of _______________________________, I do hereby give my permission for  _________________________________ to volunteer at the Navarre Ferret Rescue and I assume all responsibility for any injuries that may be sustained by the aforesaid minor furing the time in which he or she is volunteering for the Navarre Feret Rescue.  I also do hereby release and hold harmless the Navarre Ferret Rescue, it directors, agents and representatives, from any and all claims, actions, expenses, causes of action or liabilities of any nature whatsoever that may arise from his or her experience as a volunteer with the Navarre Ferret Rescue.





Name of Parent or Legal Guardian:______________________





Signature of Parent or Legal Guardian:____________________





Date:______________, 20________


